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A

s a public librarian, my goal, and that of our staff, is to offer
our patrons a balanced library collection. To paraphrase the
words of the late Judith Krug, director of the American Library
Association’s Office of Intellectual Freedom, and co-founder of
Banned Books Week, everyone should be able to find themselves
on library shelves.

Lee Child, or W.E.B Griffin. We often enjoy reading about
people like us in places we know. Personally, I enjoy books set in
Wisconsin, especially those featuring grandmothers who knit.
But what if who I am is not so obvious? What if I’m living with
chronic illness? Questioning my sexuality? Struggling in school?
Or abusing drugs or alcohol? What if I’m contemplating divorce?
Or dealing with health issues – my own or my parents’ or my
children’s? Those books should be on the shelf, too. And the
topics should be discussed by characters who are brown and
white and black, and Hindu and Sikh and Jewish and Christian
and Muslim, with families of all configurations.

If we’re doing our jobs right, every librarian will put something
on the shelf that he or she or they would never read. If
we’re doing our job well, there will be something on our
library shelves to offend everyone. Patrons should be able
to find material written from a variety of political and social
perspectives – some they agree with, and some they find utterly
despicable. That doesn’t mean we put just anything on our
shelves at the Frank L. Weyenberg Library of Mequon-Thiensville.
We want our material to be well-written and well-researched
(regardless of point of view). We strive to select the best of
hundreds of thousands of new books published in the United
States each year.

And libraries should offer opportunities to escape, travel to far
off places – real and imagined. Through the pages of books, you
may walk the Outer Banks of North Carolina; stroll the 19th
century English countryside; eat la pâtisserie along the Seine; and
travel into the future to worlds that only exist in the imagination
of authors.
You can find that all at the public library. The Frank L. Weyenberg
Library offers more than 100,000 physical items for our
patrons, and more than 200,000 downloadable electronic
titles. Additionally, we offer the physical resources all of the
public libraries in Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, and Dodge
counties. All available to you for free with just your library card.

People also like reading or viewing or listening to what is
familiar. When we’re selecting material, if the author is from
Wisconsin, or the book is set here, we’re likely to buy it.You
will find familiar places and characters in the books by Nickolas
Butler, Michael Perry, Amy Reichert, Matthew Desmond, Jennifer
Morales, and many others.
Our desire to read about experiences similar to our own
goes further than that. Do you enjoy cooking? You may read
cookbooks, biographies of chefs, or novels that include recipes.
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Visit your public library today, register for a free library card, and
explore the universe. And if you happen to pick up something
you don’t like, put it down. We have tens of thousands of other
items for your consideration.
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